
8 September 2014 
 
Dear Mr. Yap, 
 
As parents in your riding, we are urging you to put forth our concerns on 
ending this strike and to work immediately on getting our children back in 
their schools.  
 
Every day our children miss out on school is a day they fall behind their 
peers. We are frustrated at the inaction of the government to engage in 
meaningful dialogue and negotiations with the BCTF. 
 
We want to see the government taking bold steps to initiate arbitration, or 
to get to the negotiating table quickly, and do something…ANYTHING, to 
get our children to get back into their classrooms. 
 
$40 a day paid to parents does nothing to appease us. Daycare, drop-in 
activities, and recreation programs are not the same as our schools and a 
teacher-led education. If anything, it has affirmed our view that this 
government has a lack of respect for public education. The exclusivity of 
private education does not serve the majority of the general public of 
British Columbia. 
 
According to the U.N., “Education is a basic and fundamental right of 
children.” All children. 
 
From Unicef: "The actions, or inactions, of government impact children 
more strongly than any other group in society. Practically every area of 
government policy affects children to some degree. Policymaking that fails 
to take children into account has a negative impact on the future of all 
members of society. And, because all rights are interconnected and of 
equal importance, government decisions with regard to any one right must 
be made in the light of all the other rights in the Convention. The optimal 
development of children is crucial to the well-being of any society. 
Children's earliest experiences significantly influence their future 
development. The quality of early childhood development has a strong 
influence on children’s eventual contribution, or cost, to society over the 
course of their lives. Ageing societies with growing senior populations and 
diminishing young populations depend on the optimal development of 
every child.” 
 
Please forward our concerns to Christy Clark and Peter Fassbender and 
give the parents of Richmond a voice in government to end this now. 
 
Sincerely,  
Michelle & Christopher Li, Steveston, B.C. 



	  


